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SUBJECT: STUDENTS ATTACK LAHORE BRANCH OF BRITISH COUNCIL 

1. ON MAY 21, SOME 50 PUNJAB UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
PROCEEDED INDIVIDUALLY OR IN SMALL GROUPS TO BRITISH 
COUNCIL LIBRARY, WHICH THEY PEACEFULLY ENTERED. AFTER 
GATHERING INSIDE, STUDENTS TORE UP NUMBER OF BOOKS, 

BROKE WINDOW PANES AND DAMAGED SOOE FURNITURE AND BOOK 
SHELVES. THEY ALSO STOLE NUMBER OF BOOKS. STUDENTS 
DEPARTED BEFORE POLICE ARRIVED. 

2. PRESS REPORTED, AND BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL 
CONFIRMS, TTAT STUDENTS SAID THEY PROTESTING AGAINST 
UNCOMPLIMENTARY REFERENCES TO ISLAM AND PICTURES OF THE 
PROPHET MOHAMMAD WHICH ALLEGEDLY APPEAR IN " THE BOOK 
OF KNOWLEDGE”, A CHILDREN' S ENCYCLOPEDIA PUBLISHED 

IN LONDON BY HALL AND THOMSON. STUDENTS HAD NOT SEEN 
ENCYCLOPEDIA BUT HAD LEARNED OF IT FROM MAY 21 PRESS 
REPORTS INDICATING KASHMIR STATE GOVERNMENT HAD BANNED 
IT AND REQUESTED GOI TO BAN IT THROUGHOUT INDIA. 
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3. COMMENT: UK CONGEN INFORMS US STUDENTS DID LITTLE 
DAMAGE BUT DID STEAL FAIRLY LARGE NUMBER OF BOOKS. 
LIBRARY NOW CLOSED FOR MINOR REPAIRS AND INVENTORY. 
THIS APPEARS TO BE ONE OF THE " BOYS WILL BE BOYS" STUNTS 
STUDENTS OCCASIONALLY ENJOY. 

DECONTROL DEC 31, 1975 
KING 
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